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Mr. Rod Hamilton, President of TrustMark Auto Group, Inc. (“TrustMark”) is pleased to 
announce the addition of three members to Trustmark’s board of directors. The board is 
now comprised of Steven McGirr, William F. Rogers, Gary P. Mooney and David 
Sharpless, who was also appointed Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Trustmark. 

Together, the four directors have extensive experience in originating, structuring, funding 
and servicing financial transactions globally with a particular focus in Canada. 

David Sharpless commented:  “One of our first tasks in restructuring TrustMark was to 
create a strong Board with the experience, expertise, perspective and contacts necessary 
to identify and evaluate new opportunities for TrustMark.  We are delighted to welcome 
Steve, Bill and Gary to the Board.  Each of them is a very able, experienced and 
successful businessman of the highest integrity.   We believe that we have an excellent 
board with all the tools necessary to assist in defining a new direction for TrustMark.” 

Background details of the three recently appointed members and of David Sharpless are 
as follows: 

Mr. Steven McGirr, for 19 years, held senior positions with the Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerce (“CIBC”), a leading Canadian-based global financial institution, including 
as Chief Risk Officer of CIBC and as President and Deputy Chair of CIBC World 
Markets (a global investment bank) with overall responsibility for global debt capital 
markets, commercial banking, merchant banking and investment portfolios while 
providing strategic and operational leadership to 1,500 employees worldwide. Over a 
thirty year career in capital markets he also headed the investment banking group and 
managed international business in Europe, Australia and Asia. He has provided strategic 
advice to and led numerous successful transactions involving a diverse range and size of 
clients including institutional investors and in public sector, manufacturing, 
transportation, communications and gas industries. 

Mr. Bill Rogers is the Managing Director, CEO and majority shareholder of CCC 
Investment Banking, one of Canada’s largest independent investment banking firms, 
where he is responsible for the overall strategic management of the company. CCC 



provides a full range of investment banking advisory services to privately held 
corporations, small to mid cap public companies and divisions of large, publicly-held 
corporations. Mr. Rogers currently serves as a Director of Trillium Health Centre, a two-
site hospital facility serving over one million residents in the Toronto and Mississauga 
areas, and as a Director of Sir Royalty Income Fund, a trust that acquired the trademarks 
used in connection with the operation of the SIR Restaurants in Canada.  SIR operates a 
portfolio of 45 concept and signature restaurants in Canada with approximately 2,700 
employees. He currently serves on the board of Cuddy International Corporation. 
Previously, he served on the board of Ubiquity Bank of Canada as well as chairing the 
Audit and Finance Committee. Mr. Rogers is a graduate of the Richard Ivey School of 
Business in London, Ontario and has a BA (Hons) in Business Administration from the 
same institution. 

Mr. Gary P. Mooney developed the largest independently owned title and transaction 
management services company in Canada.  The business became the second largest 
provider of title insurance and related mortgage document production in Canada. Its 
service offerings included residential and commercial title insurance policies, collateral, 
purchase and refinance mortgage processing, remedies services, and document archiving 
and retrieval.  Clients included some of the largest lenders in the Canadian market.  The 
business was sold to Fidelity National Financial, Inc., a NYSE listed company and 
Fortune 500 company in 2003 and Mr. Mooney served as President of the Canadian 
operations through 2008.  He was appointed to the Board of Directors of Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation in 2005 and served in this role for three years.  He 
obtained his law degree from Osgoode Hall and was called to the bar in four provinces 
and he obtained a Ph.D. from the University of Cambridge.  He has served and continues 
to serve on academic, charitable, community and business boards. 

Mr. David Sharpless, in 1996, joined Newcourt Credit Group Inc. (subsequently CIT 
Group Inc.) as Chairman with responsibilities for Newcourt’s overall corporate 
governance and its relationships with its stakeholders including the investment 
community.  During his four year tenure, Newcourt grew to be one of the world’s largest 
public commercial finance companies.  He also assumed direct responsibility, as 
President International, for operating all of Newcourt’s vendor finance businesses outside 
the United States, including operations throughout Canada, Europe, South America and 
Asia and in Australia and New Zealand. Prior to joining Newcourt, he practiced law for 
almost 30 years as a business lawyer and as a senior leader in international finance.  
Upon graduation from law school, he joined Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP, one of 
Canada’s largest law firms, spending almost 20 years as a partner specializing in asset 
finance and securitization law with extensive experience in international financial 
services, corporate governance, structured finance and mergers and acquisitions. Mr. 
Sharpless also sits on the Board and is Chairman of the Audit Committee of Micromem 
Technologies Inc. ,is a director of the Canadian Lease and Finance Association and is the 
Chairman of the Investment Review Committee of Portland Investment (formerly, AIC 
Limited). .  Since 2000, he has served as, an advisor, Chairman and now Vice-Chairman 
of HKMB Hub International Ltd., a firm of international insurance brokers which is part 
of the Hub International Group. 



Each of the three new directors have been granted 300,000 options at $0.18 per share 
which vest immediately and are available for exercise for five years. 

As part of Trustmark’s continuing restructuring efforts Rod Hamilton and Tracy A. 
Moore have resigned from the board of directors.  Mr. Hamilton continues as President 
and Chief Financial Officer.  He has 20 years direct experience in asset-based lending 
during which time he co-founded two non-prime asset-based lenders in Canada. Mr. 
Moore continues to provide corporate development advisory services to Trustmark.     

ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD 

“David Sharpless” 

David Sharpless 

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 

The CNSX has not reviewed and does not accept responsibility for the adequacy or 
accuracy of this release. 

 

 


