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TECHNICAL 420 INTERVIEWS FUTURE FARM’S DEREK ROSS 

   ABOUT ITS GROWING INDUSTRIAL HEMP BUSINESS 

 

 

April 12, 2018 – Vancouver, British Columbia - Future Farm Technologies Inc. (the “Company” 

or “Future Farm”) (CSE: FFT) (OTCQX: FFRMF) is pleased to announce a recent Technical 

420 interview with Mr. Derek Ross, Future Farm’s partner in its growing industrial hemp 

business. The interview, published in its entirety, is as follows: 

 

“Today, we have the pleasure of being able to publish an interview with Future Farm’s Derek Ross 

who has been the key player in the company’s industrial hemp business.  

 

We are excited by this growth vertical and see it as a significant growth driver for the overall 

company. Derek, it is great to connect with you and we appreciate you being a part of this 

interview.  

 

Our readers have been very excited by Future Farm’s industrial hemp business and so are we. 2018 

has been a major year for Future Farm’s hemp business. Please tell us about the state of current 

operations and where this emerging growth vertical is going? 

 

I’m excited too!  And thank very much for considering me for this interview. We applied for and 

were granted three industrial hemp licenses in the state of Maine. One license is for our 

previously announced 120-acre Amity farm, which will be dedicated to feminized seed 

production during the 2018 season. A second license is for Heresy, Maine where we have 

entered into a contract with local farmers to lease 100 acres of organic certified land. This farm 

will be dedicated to organic CBD production. The last license was awarded in Belfast, Maine 

for our 60,000 sq. ft. facility of which 12.800 sq. ft. is being built out right now. This facility will 

serve as our processing and production facility where we will germinate over two hundred 

thousand seedlings and process metric tons of high CBD hemp biomass. In the first phase of 

the build-out we will be building a propagation space capable of germinating 200,000 seedlings 

per run. The next phase of the build-out will be our processing and extraction lab, which will 

be capable of processing over 500 pounds of biomass an hour. In 2018, we are projected to 

produce 150,000-200,000 pounds of organic, high CBD biomass and harvest over 75,000,000 

organic, hemp certified feminized, high CBD seeds. Next year we want to be a resource for local 

farmers to obtain feminized compliant CBD hemp seeds and be an avenue of distribution for 

them as well. We truly believe if we can let the farmers do what they do best, which is farm, we 

can make a significant impact to the agricultural community here in Maine. 

 

Derek, you have an impressive track record of success and have been laser focused on a huge 

growth initiative. Can you please tell us a little about your background and how you became a 

leader in the industrial hemp industry? 
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It all started thirteen years ago when my life became consumed by the cannabis space. I’ve been 

living and breathing cannabis every day since. Cannabis and hemp are very much similar and 

when the Farm Bill passed, I saw opportunity. My goal was to develop a strain that would look, 

smell and grow identical to cannabis but have less than 0.3% THC. It also needed to contain 

the highest amount of CBD possible and thrive in the northeastern hemisphere. In 2015 I 

acquired a strain that I was comfortable using as the foundation of this genetic roller coaster 

ride soon to come. Trial after trial, the THC climbed down into compliance. Roughly a year 

later after a lot of hard work I had my unicorn. It tested at over 25% CBD and 0% THC. This 

was ground breaking! Test results like this would yield us double the amount of CBD per acre 

then any of the average hemp-compliant strains on the market. This strain was the beginning 

of my industrial hemp career. This year we will stabilize and back breed this strain to produce 

some of the highest CBD seeds in the world that are feminized, hemp-compliant, and organic. 

 

In the 1930s, Popular Mechanics called industrial hemp a billion-dollar crop. We believe this 

opportunity is significantly larger due to the known uses of hemp and the incredible applications 

of it. Can you please tell us how Future Farm plans to take market share in this massive market?  

 

The opportunity is much larger and is growing rapidly. “Cannabis research firm Brightfield 

Group estimates that the U.S. market for hemp-derived CBD hit $291 million in 2017 and will 

balloon to $1.65 billion in 2021.” This is growth of more the 500% in only four years!! Future 

Farm this year will focus on CBD and organically certified, feminized seed production while 

building infrastructure to participate in other hemp product markets. In 2019, we will switch 

gears and add two major hemp products that will include the cultivation of CBG, which is an 

additional cannabinoid found in the cannabis plant and has been gaining serious traction. We 

also have been exploring industrial hemp fiber production to be utilized in nontoxic, 

biodegradable child resistant cannabis packaging. The average human throws away 185 pounds 

of plastic a year. Hemp can fix that. 

 

The future will include genetics specifically grown for individual cannabioids, like CBG and 

CBN, as well as terpenes, fiber and pulp for clothing, fabrics, paper products, building 

materials, hemp-based sustainably grown biodegradable plastics. These different genetics will 

be part of a rotation to be able to produce a variety of products. 

 

Where do you see some of the biggest growth opportunities for Future Farm and what are some 

potential catalysts for the hemp business. 

 

The biggest growth opportunities for us are right here in the northeast. We want to dig ourselves 

deep and be an asset to all farmers here in New England, starting with Maine.  

A big growth catalyst for hemp is federal legalization. With legislation being introduced to make 

that happen, I believe Future Farm has positioned itself perfectly. 

 

Senator Mitch McConnell is surprisingly leading a hemp legalization initiative. Can you please 

tell us a little about this and how it will impact Future Farm’s hemp business? 

 

My hat is off to senator Mitch McConnell. He is a pioneer in the hemp revolution and is 



rewriting history. If and when it goes federally legal, we will be well-positioned as one of few 

suppliers of organic feminized CBD seeds with an outlet to farmers who want to include CBD 

hemp in their crop rotation. Demand for feminized seed is high, selling at an average of $1.00-

$1.50/seed. I believe legalizing hemp would only add fuel to our fire. 

 

Do you plan to expand the hemp operations into new markets or continue to focus on the base of 

operations in Maine? 

 

Maine is our primary focus this year. We believe that the experienced farmers and affordable 

land make this a viable opportunity. We are excited to provide Maine farmers with the seeds and 

processing to make them successful, and ultimately drive the Maine economy. Maine is well-

known for its local, hand-crafted products and we intend to do our best to support this part of 

the economy. We look forward to being a part of the ongoing hemp conversation here in Maine. 

 

However, I do see the future to include all of New England, with lots of opportunity to work 

with our neighbors in VT, NH, MA and CT. 

 

How do you see hemp fitting in to Future Farm’s portfolio-based approach to investing? With the 

massive addressable market for hemp-based applications can you see the hemp side of the business 

eventually outpacing the marijuana focused investments? 

 

I see hemp complementing Future Farm’s portfolio approach to cannabis investing. Right now, 

Future Farm has invested interest in 6 dispensary opportunities and that number is growing. 

Dispensary sales don’t consist of just THC sales. CBD is a big player in the retail sale revenue 

as well.  Future Farm will be able to utilize its own dispensaries as retail distribution 

opportunities and at the same time start developing CBD-focused retail brands within these 

markets. This will give us a seed to retail sale approach and vertically integrate our CBD hemp 

business. With kilos of CBD concentrates selling for an average of $8,000-$10,000 wholesale 

and over $35,000 retail we will have an amazing opportunity within our portfolio. 

 

I do love it when a plan comes together and with hemp legalization nearing I do believe that one 

day very soon the hemp and cannabis revenues will be neck and neck with each other.” 

 

See link to Technical420 article here: https://technical420.com/cannabis-article/future-farm-

positions-dominate-industrial-hemp-industry-starting-maine  

 

For further information, contact William Gildea, Director, at (888) 387-3761. 

 

On behalf of the Board,  

 

Future Farm Technologies Inc. 
 

William Gildea, Chairman & CEO 

 

About Future Farm 
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Future Farm Technologies Inc. is a Canadian company with projects throughout North America 

including California, Florida and Maryland. The Company’s business model includes developing 

and acquiring technologies that will position it as a leader in the evolution of Controlled 

Environment Agriculture (CEA) for the global production of various types of plants, with a focus 

on cannabis. Future Farm provides scalable, indoor CEA systems that utilize minimal land, water 

and energy regardless of climate, location or time of year and are customized to grow an abundance 

of crops close to consumers, therefore minimizing food miles and its impact to the environment. 

The Company holds an exclusive, worldwide license to use a patented vertical farming technology 

that, when compared to traditional plant production methods, generates yields up to 10 times 

greater per square foot of land.  The contained system provides many other benefits including 90% 

less water, fertilizer and land used, less travel costs, seed to sale security, scalability, consistency 

due to year-round production, cost control, product safety and purity by eliminating environmental 

variability.  

 

The Company is also in the business of designing and distributing LED lighting solutions utilizing 

the COB and MCOB technology. The Company is focused on delivering cost efficient lighting to 

North America via advanced e-commerce sites the Company owns and operates. LEDCanada.com, 

which caters to B2B customers, is a supplier of the newest and highest demand LED solutions. 

The Company also owns and operates COBGrowlights.com, which caters to both large and small 

agriculture green houses and controlled cultivation centers. 

 

Neither the Canadian Securities Exchange nor its Market Regulator (as that term is defined in the 

policies of the Canadian Securities Exchange) accepts responsibility for the adequacy or accuracy 

of this release. The Canadian Securities Exchange has not in any way passed upon the merits of 

the proposed transaction and has neither approved nor disapproved the contents of this press 

release.   

 

This news release may include forward-looking statements that are subject to risks and 

uncertainties. All statements within, other than statements of historical fact, are to be considered 

forward looking.  Although the Company believes the expectations expressed in such forward-

looking statements are based on reasonable assumptions, such statements are not guarantees of 

future performance and actual results or developments may differ materially from those in 

forward-looking statements.  Factors that could cause actual results to differ materially from those 

in forward-looking statements include market prices, exploitation and exploration successes, 

continued availability of capital and financing, and general economic, market or business 

conditions.  There can be no assurances that such statements will prove accurate and, therefore, 

readers are advised to rely on their own evaluation of such uncertainties.  We do not assume any 

obligation to update any forward-looking statements except as required under the applicable laws. 


