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INTERNATIONAL CANNABIS COMPLETES STRATEGIC INVESTMENT INTO PIONEERING 
BIOSYNTHESIS CANNABINOID COMPANY; FORMED BY LEADING GROUP OF MIT/HARVARD 

HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS 
 

News Release 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia, April 8, 2019 - ICC International Cannabis Corp. (CSE: WRLD.U)(FWB: 
8K51)(OTC: WLDCF) ("ICC" or “International Cannabis” or the “Company”) is pleased to announce the 
completion of a USD $1.2 million strategic investment into Biotii Technologies Corp. (“Biotii”), a leading 
private biotechnology company, based out of Boston, Massachusetts, USA.  

Biotii is actively pursuing genetically engineered microorganisms that express cannabinoid profiles identical 
to those found in nature, at a fraction of the cost of current cannabis production methods and with more 
consistent production quality. Biotii is also endeavoring to replicate similar target drug molecules that 
cannot be easily manufactured utilizing chemical processes alone.  

Eugene Beukman, Chief Executive Officer and a Director of International Cannabis, stated: “ICC continues its 
pursuit of identifying and investing in leading cannabis technology companies. We are thoroughly 
impressed with the Biotii team, which consists of proven innovators from world-class institutions, whom we 
believe are en route to potentially disrupt a very large part of the cannabis value chain. ICC will continue to 
support Biotii’s distinguished team in their pursuit to bring economies of scale using biosynthesis to the 
cannabis industry. This investment enhances ICC’s ability to capture significant IP and market share in the 
fast-developing biosynthesis market for cannabinoids”. 

Due to recent technological advances with respect to gene editing, in-silico protein modeling and semi-
automated high throughput robotics, Biotii has the foundation to expedite its molecular biology research, 
allowing the company to spearhead into large-scale production with a wide portfolio of intellectual 
property (“IP”). Biotii’s evolving IP portfolio will consist of: 

• Synthetic cannabinoids; 
• Designer enzymes; 
• Proprietary enzyme pathway; and, 
• GMO microorganisms.  

Biotii’ scalable synthesizing process will enable the manufacture of lesser-known cannabis compounds, as 
well as tetrahydrocannabinol (“THC”) and cannabidiol (“CBD”) at materially lower costs when compared to 
conventional cultivation and extraction processes. Traditional cultivation of cannabis plants for the purpose 



 

of extracting cannabidiolic acid (“CBDA”), THC and CBD is a time, labor and resource intensive endeavor 
that can result in depressed extraction yields of approximately 2.5%.  

An alternative tool for the production of cannabinoids is biosynthetic engineering, where single cell 
organisms are programmed to synthesize the enzymes for the metabolic pathway that generates 
cannabinoids from sugars. Biotii intends to leverage a unique system to mass manufacture large quantities 
of cannabinoids with a smaller environment footprint than other known methods.  

By 2020, the Biotii team intends to establish processes to mass-produce CBD/THC in quantities of hundreds 
of metric tons per annum, which boast: 

• Stable and consistent yields,  
• Pharmaceutical grade purities; and,  
• The lowest production costs in the space.  

Biotii is equipped with the human capital and industry expertise necessary to effectively implement food 
and pharmaceutical grade GMP practices while scaling emerging cannabinoid biosynthesis to thousands of 
liters in a semi/continuous environment.  

Dr. John Harrold, Biotii’s Chief Executive Officer, and Sisi Ni, Chief Product Officer, commented: “Biotii looks 
forward to progressing our technology alongside ICC and their robust cannabis platform. ICC has earned a 
reputation of being a thought leader in the space and we are excited by the possibilities of tapping into 
ICC’s unique expertise and resources as we look to disrupt the cannabis industry.”  

Dr. Harrold is an MIT instructor with expertise in end-to-end bio-lab management, and a proven 
entrepreneur having previously championed four start-ups, including two funded by the National Science 
Foundation. Dr. Ni is an MIT trained materials scientist and engineer who was previously named as one of 
Forbes’ 30 under 30.  

Biotii has forged mission critical relationships with leading medical research institutions in both the United 
States and China. In addition to Dr. Harrold and Dr. Ni, the Biotii team is also led by: 

• Casey Solomon, PhD - Chief Science Officer / Lead Scientist: A University of Minnesota graduate and 
a visiting Assistant Professor of St. Olaf College with extensive expertise in biochemistry and 
molecular biology. Dr. Solomon is a resident expert in yeast engineering, E. coli engineering, and 
molecular pathway engineering.   

• Ryan Hubbard, MD - Chief Medical Officer: A former instructor at Mayo Clinic Graduate School of 
Medicine with 25+ publications, posters, and oral presentations. Dr. Hubbard graduated with an 
M.D. from Georgetown University Medical School and a B.A. from Davidson before joining a 
fellowship at the Andrews Institute for Orthopaedic and Sports Medicine.  

• Nona Tian, PhD - Science Advisor / Affiliated Researcher: A Xiamen University PhD graduate in Cell 
and Molecular Biology with a B.S. in biotechnology. She is a successful startup co-founder with 
extensive bioengineering experience.  

• Peter Liu - Technology Advisor / Affiliated Researcher: A Xiamen University graduate with a B.S. in 
biotechnology. Mr. Liu is a seasoned protein engineer and startup co-founder that received various 
grants from the Chinese Government for bioengineering initiatives 



 

This strategic investment grants International Cannabis a right of first refusal (“ROFR”) with respect to all 
future Biotii financings.  

ABOUT BIOTII 
 
Biotii Technologies Corp. strives to genetically engineer microorganisms to produce cannabinoids identical 
to those found in nature, while meeting both the standards of the current cannabis industry and the more 
demanding standards demanded by the consumer packaged goods and pharmaceutical companies – all at a 
small fraction of the cost of current producers. 

ABOUT INTERNATIONAL CANNABIS  

ICC International Cannabis, through its subsidiaries, has operating assets and is developing a world-class 
platform for cultivation, extraction, formulation and distribution across the globe in the United Kingdom, 
Denmark, Poland, Switzerland, Germany, Macedonia, Bulgaria, Serbia, Croatia, Greece, Italy, Portugal, 
Malta, Colombia, Argentina, Australia, South Africa and Lesotho. 
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Eugene Beukman 
CEO, Director  
+1 (647) 427-2208 
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Learn more about ICC by visiting our website at: https://intlcannabiscorp.com/ 
 
Stay up to date with everything happening at ICC by following or liking us on: 
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/ICCWRLD/ 
Twitter - https://twitter.com/ICC_WRLD 
LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/company/icc-wrld/ 
 

THE CSE HAS NOT REVIEWED AND DOES NOT ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ACCURACY OR ADEQUACY 
OF THIS RELEASE.  

Notice Regarding Forward Looking Information:  

This news release contains certain "forward-looking information" within the meaning of applicable 
Canadian securities law. Forward-looking information is frequently characterized by words such as "plan", 
"continue", "expect", "project", "intend", "believe", "anticipate", "estimate", "may", "will", "potential", 
"proposed" and other similar words, or information that certain events or conditions "may" or "will" occur. 
This information is only a prediction. Various assumptions were used in drawing the conclusions or making 
the projections contained in the forward-looking information throughout this news release. Forward-
looking information includes, but is not limited to: political changes in Canada and internationally, future 

mailto:info@intlcannabiscorp.com
https://intlcannabiscorp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ICCWRLD/
https://twitter.com/ICC_WRLD
https://www.linkedin.com/company/icc-wrld/


 

legislative and regulatory developments involving cannabis in Canada and internationally, the Company’s 
ability to secure distribution channels in international jurisdictions, competition and other risks affecting 
the Company in particular and the cannabis industry generally.  

The forward-looking information contained in this release is expressly qualified by the foregoing cautionary 
statements and is made as of the date of this release. Except as may be required by applicable securities 
laws, the Company does not undertake any obligation to publicly update or revise any forward- looking 
information to reflect events or circumstances after the date of this release or to reflect the occurrence of 
unanticipated events, whether as a result of new information, future events or results, or otherwise.  

 


